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Clarke Manufacturing Inc. 13388 S. Molalla Forest Rd. Molalla OR. 97038
UNIVERSAL FUEL TANKS
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Install fuel tank ONLY in a well ventilated area. Clean inside of tank
thoroughly before installation. DO NOT start or operate the vehicle

if there are any fuel leaks. We recommend that installation be
performed by a qualified mechanic. If you have any questions
CALL FIRST, before attempting to install.





Thank you for purchasing a universal Clarke fuel tank.  Universal fuel tanks are provided to fill the need for an application that has no specific tank available for direct installation.  Universal tanks are NOT application specific and are not intended to fill a need for every bike ever made. There is a possibility that we do not manufacture anything universal or otherwise to fit your motorcycle.  Generally speaking, universal tanks will ONLY fit Pre-1983, air cooled and dual-shocked motorcycles.  ALL universal tanks will require light to moderate modification for proper fitment.  You may have to drill a hole through the gusset plate on the frame, relocate or reverse a coil, cable or flasher unit and/or possibly grind down existing mounts or brackets.  Using a bit of common sense, a little ingenuity and some patience will allow you to successfully complete your project.  The following page is intended as suggested instructions and tips to mount your new tank. There may be some plastic shavings left in the tank from the manufacturing process.  You can use compressed air to blow out the tank.  You may also want to rinse out the tank using a small amount of fuel before installing it. 
PLEASE SEE THE REVERSE SIDE OF THIS PAGE FOR INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS

1.) Begin by removing your old tank, seat and petcock.  Drain your old tank in a well ventilated area.  

2.) Remove the long cross bolt from the front of the new tank and place it onto the bare backbone of the frame.  Determine what obstacles if any are present.  Some brackets may need to be ground down or altered but in most cases there should be no major obstruction. ( NOTE** When mounting on a XR500 model, leave the rubber front mounts in place, put the vent hose on the cap and put some air in the tank.  
This should expand the tunnel enough to allow the tank to slip over and rest on the rubber pucks.)

3.)  With the tank sitting down on the frame, put your seat on and position the tank so the rear of the tank touches the seat and raise the tank up to the desired position.  If the frame still has original frame pads and the tank looks to be OK on them go ahead and use the original padding.  If you need to shim the tank up or replace the old padding use the new padding that is provided with the tank.  You can secure the padding using zip ties or duct tape.
4.)  Once the tank is in the desired position and the seat is in place, your new front mounting hole can be located and drilled.  With the front aluminum sleeves in place, reach in and mark the frame through the hole to locate the proper place to drill.  Do this on both sides and then remove the tank.  These marks are where you will be drilling the holes for the new bolt to slide through the frame.  Use a center punch for accuracy, and then use a 1/8” drill to drill a pilot hole drilling one side and then the other.  You can then use a ¼” or slightly larger drill to finish the hole being careful to make a level, smooth hole through the frame.

5.)  Now determine which side of the tank the petcock needs to be mounted to.  Locate the center of the area where the petcock bolts to and mark it.  Again, use a center punch to mark the hole location and to keep the drill from wandering.  Using a ¼” bit, drill the hole for the fuel to come out of. Once the hole is drilled you can install the petcock using the o-ring and screws provided.
6.) You can now do the final install of the tank.  Put the tank back down on the frame and align the front mounting area over the holes you drilled through the frame. Using the long bolt provided, slide the bolt through the sleeves and frame and determine if the sleeves are too long.  If they are, make them the proper length and install the bolt, washers and nut and tighten the assembly until you have a nice tight fit on the gusset plate.
7.)  At the rear of the tank there is an o-ring and a clip.  Make sure the clip bolt is tight.  Most steel tanks mount using a bolt or stud that is at the rear of the frame.  Take the bolt or stud and fasten it to its original position.  Take the o-ring and put it around the stud, twist it once, and hook it to the clip.  If it is too long make a double loop to shorten it. If there is no bolt or frame section to hook the o-ring on you will have to use a wire wrapped around the frame and through the o-ring.

8.) Turn the petcock to the OFF position and fill the tank with fuel and check for leaks.

9.) Re-install the seat and fasten the seat mount bolts securely.
10.) You are now ready for riding. Enjoy your new Clarke tank.












